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The Thirtieth Synod of the Diocese of the Western States 
 

The Thirtieth Synod of the Diocese of the Western States will be held at Saint Augustine of Canterbury Church 
and the Hotel Diamond in Chico from April 20th to April 24th, 2021. The membership of Synod consists of: (a) 
The Bishop, Bishop Coadjutor and Suffragan Bishops; (b) All Presbyters of the Diocese. [Note that Deacons of 
the Diocese are entitled to seat and voice without vote]; (c) Three lay delegates from each Parish of the 
Diocese and one lay delegate from each Mission of the Diocese. 
 

Synod is the legislative body for our Diocese, subject to its Canons and the Canons of the Province. Synod 
may levy assessments on Parishes and Missions and adopts a budget which must be in balance, that is, the 
projected expenses equaled by the projected income. Synod also admits new parishes and missions; hears 
and receives status reports about various functions of the Diocese; and elects its officers and committees.  
 

Due to the COVID-19 epidemic, the 2020 twenty-ninth DWS Synod had to be cancelled except for a zoomed 
Board of Directors meeting so the budgetary business could be completed. It is hoped (Deo volente) that we 
shall have an in-person synod this year ς at least as much as we are safely able to accommodate. To that end, 
a TENTATIVE SCHEDULE follows on the next page, subject to necessary safety precautions which may cancel, 
combine, modify, or zoom certain events.  
 

!ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƴŜǿ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΣ {ŀƛƴǘ 5ŀǾƛŘΩs Anglican Church in San Rafael will be formally admitted and there will 
be a vote to change our Diocesan Canons to reflect the boundary changes that took place when the Diocese 
of the Southwest was established. Finally (as had been hoped for last year), there will be two Episcopal 
elections, one electing a Coadjutor Bishop and the second electing a Suffragan Bishop. By canon, the former 
is nominated by the Bishop Ordinary, but the latter is nominated by the Executive Committee of the Council 
of Bishops. Our Synod then elects (or rejects) the nominee and, if elected, both the Standing Committees of 
the other two dioceses and all the bishops of the Province vote with a majority necessary in the House of 
Bishops and among the Standing Committees for certification of election. Since Bishop Hansen is already in 
Episcopal Orders, he need only be elected by Synod to become Coadjutor. 
 

The Bishop is aware that attendance at Synod involves personal effort and expense, especially during this 
Covid economic downturn as well as for working clergy and smaller parishes. He hopes that (wherever 
possible) parishes and missions will find ways to help their clergy and laity to attend this important Synod. 
There are limited funds to help this year which underscores the importance of the aŜƴΩǎ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ȅƴƻŘ 
Support donations. Finally, if you are not able to attend, please send the proxies (found in your registration 
packets to Mrs. Gourley) to ensure our ability to conduct a normal synod (Canon 2.04) Remember, Proxies 
cannot be used for the election of a Bishop (Canon 2.06). 



  

Diocese of the Western States 
 

Thirtieth Annual Synod ς 2021 
 

All Events Listed Below are Subject to Change as Necessary 
 

Tuesday (Optional Quiet Day) April 20, 2021  
9:00 a.m., Morning Prayer and The Litany     
10:00 a.m., Morning Meditation      
11:00 a.m., The Penitential Office and Bidding Prayer   
12:00 p.m., Low Mass              
1:00 p.m., Lunch on own 
2:00 p.m., Afternoon Meditation        
3:00 p.m., Readings from the Gospel of Saint Luke    
4: 00 p.m., Evening Prayer        
 

Wednesday April 21, 2021 
8:00 a.m. Mass ς {ǘΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ό.ƛǎƘƻǇ IŀƴǎŜƴύ 
10:00 a.m. Standing Committee ς {ǘΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ ±ŜǎǘǊȅ 
Noon break (light meal for Standing Committee and Directors) ς {ǘΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ ±ŜǎǘǊy 
1:15 p.m., Board of Directors ς {ǘΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ ±ŜǎǘǊȅ 
3:00 p.m. Reception ς {ǘΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ /ŀƴƻƴ wŜŜŘ Iŀƭƭ 
рΥлл ǇΦƳΦ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΣ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴ ς Canon Reed Hall 
No host dinner ς local downtown Chico restaurants  
 

Thursday, April 22, 2021 
8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer and Mass  
10:00 a.m. Workshop ς {ǘΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ /ŀƴƻƴ wŜŜŘ Iŀƭƭ ό!ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ ¦ǇƘŀƳύ 
11:30 a.m. ACW-Clergy Luncheon ς Hotel Diamond basement  
1:00 p.m. ACW Meeting ς Hotel Diamond basement 
1:15 p.m.  Clericus ς {ǘΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ /ŀƴƻƴ wŜŜŘ Iŀƭƭ 
3:00 p.m. Evening Prayer ς {ǘΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
4:00 p.m. Clergy Dinner (leave for Sierra Nevada Taproom) 
No host dinner for laity ς suggested downtown Chico restaurants 
 

Friday, April 23, 2021 
8:00 a.m. Synod Registration ς {ǘΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
9:00 a.m. - Morning Prayer  
10:00 a.m. ς Synod Business Meeting and Episcopal Election 
12:00 p.m., No host lunch ς suggested downtown Chico restaurants. 
2:00 p.m. Clergy Practice - {ǘΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
3:00 p.m. Pontifical Mass and Consecration 
6:00 p.m. Social Hour ς Chico Event Center 
7:00 p.m. Banquet ς Chico Event Center 
 

Saturday (Optional) April 24, 2021 
8:00 a.m. Mass ς {ǘΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  
No Host Breakfast and more time to socialize till next year ς aƻƳΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΦ 



  

Surprise at {ŀƛƴǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ tǊƻ-Cathedral 
Following the Eucharist on the Feast of Saint John the 
Evangelist (Christmas I), Dec. 27 AD 2020, Archbishop John 
E. Upham Jr. was honored by the parishioners of St. 
George's Anglican Pro-Cathedral in Raleigh NC for his 19 
years in ministry as Rector to the parish. He has resigned 
from that role in order to focus on his responsibilities as 
Archbishop of the Province and Bishop Ordinary of the 
Diocese of the Atlantic States. The parish surprised the 
Archbishop with a gift of a Holy Water Vat (Aspergillum) 
and a statue of St. George slaying the dragon.  Shown in 
the picture with Archbishop Upham are Fr. David Sweeney, 
Archdeacon and Dean of the Pro-Cathedral, who will be 
installed as the new Rector on Jan. 24, 2020, and Dr. John 
Schneider, Rector's Warden and Treasurer of St. George's. 
 

Visit to Holy Cross Oklahoma City 
On January 19, the Bishop visited the Church of the Holy Cross in the Diocese of the Southwestern States for 
Archbishop Upham. The Rector, Father Mark Williams presented Shelba Kishur and Nkechi Nwabugwa for 
Confirmation and Charles and Alysa Newcomb to be received.  
 

 



  

 
 

On January 23, the Bishop visited Saint John the Baptist in Omaha NE. The choir (the wondrous choir) sang 
the Oldroyd (Third) Mass setting which was quite lovely and was followed by a delicious Soup-Salad 
Luncheon. Saint John the Baptist Parish was founded by Father Robert Ponec and since his death last 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ {ŀƛƴǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎ ό!ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎΩΣ ²¸ύ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ tǊƛŜǎǘ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƎŜ 
and Deacon Ron Reno. aǊǎΦ 5ŜōǊŀ tƻƴŜŎ ƭŜŀŘǎ ƻǳǊ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ {ŀƛƴǘ WǳŘŜΩǎ LƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƻǊȅ tǊŀȅŜǊ DǊƻǳǇΦ 
 



  

 
Driving through snow showers all afternoon, the Bishop arrived in Cheyenne WY and celebrated the Eucharist 
ŀǘ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎΩ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎΩΣ shepherded by Father Richard !ƴŘǊŜǿǎΣ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ά/ƻǿōƻȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ 
and looks like a wild, wild west jewel.   

That evening the Bishop blessed όǎŜǘ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩs purposes) the Chapel of Saint James in Bloomfield CO 
and celebrated the Eucharist. The choir was magnificent, and the Vicar Father Dan Canda preached. After 
Mass, an evening supper was enjoyed by all. 

The ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ŀōƻǾŜ ƻŦ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎΩ ό¢ƘŜ /ƻǿōƻȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘύ was 
ŘǊŀǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴΣ {Ŝŀƴ 


